
p r o j e c t  b r i e f

LEXI K. | @lexiknilson | ©StarSneezeStudio | Film Poster

“Film Poster”
Choose a film that inspires you and 
create a film poster to showcase it!

F ilm posters have the task of telling a movie’s  
story in one image rather than 1.5 hours of 

motion picture. They incorporate text + imagery to 
capture the mood and theme of the film and can be a 
fun opportunity to create something fresh based on 
someone else’s creative foundation. 

Watch a film (refer to the “Movie Draw-Along” creative 
prompt) and look for themes and motifs that feel 
important to the story, then create a film poster from 
your perspective.  In addition to an image, you will need 
to design typography for the title and any other text 
you feel is important to include (subtitle, director, actor 
names, etc.) Suggested dimensions: 13x9”.

1 2 3 4 5What do you like 
about this film? How 
can you expound on 
that in your project?

Focus on drawing 
basics to create 
a compelling 
composition. Think 
about how the 
elements of design 
can help you.

Look at how other 
artists create certain 
moods and think 
about how you can 
use your own taste 
to strengthen your 
poster.

Explore multiple 
composition options 
with thumbnail 
sketches to show 
yourself that you 
have an abundance 
of ideas.

Think about other 
ways you can expand 
on the inspiration 
you get while you 
watch this film.

*Success Path Stage Application 

Some Project Goals:
•	 learn to recognize 

main story themes and 
how the elements of 
design can emphasize 
them

•	 design a poster that 
incorporates both text 
and imagery

•	 practice thinking about 
type as shape-making

•	 add your own 
perspective to 
something that has 
already been created

Tips for getting started....
1.	 Think about what kind of mood you want to convey 

with your poster. Make a list of colors, symbols, shapes, 
textures, etc. would help communicate that feeling.

2.	 Block out your poster’s components with simple shapes 
first before going into detail. Think of text as blocks, how 
do they interact together, where do they fit? 



e x a m p l e s

Carson Ellis

Tim Smirnov

Paul Blow Unknown

Bijou Karman Unknown

These are just *a few* examples of different ways artists have 
reinterpreted films into posters. Look at how the lettering 
contributes to the poster’s design and how the text interacts with 
the imagery + composition to create a specific mood.

i love how this 
one captures the 
feeling of the main 
character’s ego 
and alludes to 
how it will drive + 
frustrate the plot

How can you use 
silhouettes + shapes to 

create energy and 
add emphasis?

the palette, garish 
shade of green, 
scrappy + bold 
lettering/illustration 
all work together to 
create a chaotic mood

don’t be afraid of 
negative space! It 
can be powerful...

long shadow 
shapes and 
a centered 
composition 
heightens the 
tension

this one translates an 
iconic scene from the 
movie into a still image
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