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“Illustrated Poster”
Choose a film or event that you’d like 
to illustrate a poster for.
The illustrated poster has a rich history that most 

significantly began in 1880 with a new, faster 
lithographic printing method and has been providing 
fascinating combinations of text and type ever since. If 
you’ve ever dipped your fingers into hand lettering, you 
might remember that lettering is all about relationships– 
between words as well as letters. In poster design, those 
relationships extend to words + imagery to create a 
cohesive visual display. 

Choose a film or event that you’d like to illustrate a 
poster for. It doesn’t have to be a real film or event, you are 
welcome to make it up! The important thing is to choose 
something to promote, whether it’s an idea or an event. 

1 2 3 4 5Recognize what makes 
you curious about your 
poster’s subject and 
celebrate it! 

Focus on hierarchy. 
How can you explore 
different ways to 
show your viewer 
what’s important?

What is the tone of 
your poster? How 
can you incorporate 
styles that interest 
you into it?

Think about how you 
can push your design 
to help the imagery 
and text support 
each other.

What other kinds 
of things could 
you design to go 
with your poster? 
Tickets? Gift bags? 
Tee shirts? Explore!

*Success Path Stage Application 

Some Project Goals:
•	 Explore relationships 

between illustration 
and type

•	 Develop hand lettering 
skills

•	 Strengthen 
understanding of 
visual hierarchy

•	 Reflect on personal 
interests and how to 
communicate them 
visually

Use the following questions to guide your 
design decisions…
1.	 What kinds of textual information is important to your 

poster? (For example, if you’re designing an event poster, 
what information would your viewer need in order  
to attend?)

1.	 What is the hierarchy of that information AKA what is the 
order of importance?

1.	 What kinds of design tools and principles can you use to 
best communicate that order? (Scale, color, line, shape, etc.)



e x a m p l e s

Camille Foucou

Missy Ames

Michael Hacker Unknown

Carolyn Hawkins Amber Day

Take a look at how these posters utilize different elements of design 
like color, space, and scale to portray their subject matter. Pay 
attention to how they create hiearchy and emphasize the title then 
lead your eye to other textual information.

i love the way the 
illustration and 
text interacts. 
notice how the 
different colors in 
the mouth create 
visual separation of 
text

look at the movement 
in this one! the text 

feels like it’s being 
tossed by the waves

this one is fairly 
illustration heavy, 
framed by the text 
on the top and 
bottom borders

love that this one 
shows a variety of 
imagery associated 
with its subject to 
showcase what it’s 
all about.

scratchy 
texture mimics 
the subject 
matter to 
create a  
specific mood

a very fun collage style. 
the limited pallette and 
contrast in ratios of each 
color helps move the eye
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