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“Illustrated Interview”
Think of someone you know who 
you’d like to learn more about and 
then draw them while you chat!
One of the most magical things about art and creativity 

is the way they connect people to moments, places, 
and most importantly, to each other.  Find someone to 
interview and organize a time to chat with them, it can 
be in person, on a video call, or even a phone call, the 
important thing is to talk live and draw while you chat. You 
may use this as an opportunity to draw a live portrait of the 
person you’re chatting with or you may feel more inclined 
to draw things that come up in your conversation, either 
way, think about the tone of the conversation and how it 
can inform your work.   

1 2 3 4 5Leave lots of room for 
mistakes and let your 
drawings respond to 
what you hear from 
your subject as they 
share about their life.

Focus on drawing 
your subject from 
life. Observe their 
position and what 
kinds of shapes they 
make while talking 
to you.

As you draw, try 
using different 
shapes than you 
normally do. What 
happens when you 
draw your subject 
using only flat 
shapes? Etc.

Try posing your 
figure and setting up 
lights in a specific 
way to practice 
observing and 
making shadow 
shapes.

After the interview, 
design a poster or 
zine that combines 
your drawing(s) with 
some of the questions 
and answers from the 
interview. 

*Success Path Stage Application 

Some Project Goals:
•	 Get comfortable 

drawing from life
•	 Let loose and embrace 

mistakes as you learn 
to draw while talking 
with someone

•	 Practice writing 
questions that can 
inform your work and 
observe how different 
reflections can inspire 
different stories and 
details that make 
interesting imagery

Some tips and tricks...
1.	 Curate a good list of questions beforehand. Think about 

what kinds of questions will invite your subject to reflect 
and share interesting details. 

2.	 Begin with intention about what kinds of drawings you’ll 
make (portrait, spot illustrations of objects or scenes, 
etc.) but be prepared to stray from your plans as the 
conversation unfolds. 
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There are many different ways you can approach your illustrated 
interview. Will you focus on making a single portrait of your subject or 
incorporate scenes and objects? Maybe you want to write down your 
favorite quotes along the way? Here are a few different approaches...

i love the 
way this one 
depicts multiple 
moments from the 
interview and 
gives a grander 
sense of what 
the interview 
was about/
who the person 
interviewed is.

maybe you are 
fascinated by 
elements of what 
your subject is 
wearing or doing. 
try dissecting that 
into a  sort of 
labeled diagram.

this artist limited 
herself to just a few 
colors and focused 
on linework while she 
drew her subject.
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